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MOVE TO REMOVE RACIST "COLOURED" NAME 
 
CAPE TOWN - The select committee on petitions and executive undertakings will on Thursday 
consider a petition calling for the removal of the use of the word “Coloured” from all official 
government forms, private institutions and the Employment Equity Act. 
 
Oudtshoorn-based teacher Glen Snyman brought the petition on behalf of community-based 
non-profit organisation People Against Race Classification (PARC). 
According to the petition, the word “Coloured” is confusing, derogatory, racist and conceals the 
true historical identity of the Khoi and San people. 
 
Further, Snyman argues that it is racist to think that adding two different races together creates 
a third race, namely that of Coloured, or to believe that black or white are pure races. 
 
The petition calls on Parliament to review the race definitions of African and black as defined 
by the Employment Equity Act. The Act defines Black people to include Africans, Coloureds 
and Indians, a definition that creates confusion, according to Snyman. 
 
He also argues that it is also commonly known among South African citizens that every South 
African citizen is an “African”, including white and Chinese South Africans. “African” is a 
collective name. Only in the act does “black people” become a collective name. 
The race classification law, the Population Registration Act of 1950, was repealed on June 27, 
1991. 
 
In his petition, Snyman said he had exhausted all avenues before approaching Parliament, 
and had written to the SA Human Rights Commission in 2011 already. 
 
“I approached my district curriculum head to explain to her that the filling out of the race 
classification blocks on the WCED’s attendance register form’s every time you attend a 
workshop, as well as when you apply for a promotion post, is becoming overdue now. 
 
“I wrote several letters to the top people in the Western Cape Education Department. The 
matter later ended up in the Labour Court. The Education Labour Relations Council (ELRC) 
wrote a report that they lack the jurisdiction to arbitrate race-related matters. The matter was 
referred to the CCMA, which also told us that they lack jurisdiction to arbitrate race-related 
matters. 
 
“The word ’Coloured’ is a very derogatory term to call someone by. Coloured is not a culture, 
nor is it a skin colour. The South African Government has not made the time and effort to ask 
us how we feel about being referred to as such. In Europe and the US it is against the law to 
refer to people as ’Coloured’. 
 
“The government and the media choose to classify and refer to the ’Coloureds’ as black when 
they have achieved huge successes in life and when it comes to voting times for political 
gains.” 
 

Cape Times 
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27 February 2022 
 
 

TERM COLOURED IS RACIST - ACTIVIST 
 

“They refer to us as a mix, mix of what? This simply means we are not black 

or white enough. We cannot say we are isolated or a part of the majority 

either,” said Glen Snyman, founder and leader of People Against Race 

Classification (PARC). 

This follows their petition to parliament on Thursday, demanding that the 

government gets rid of the use of the word “coloured”. PARC, a group of 

activists, appeared before the select committee to state their discomfort caused 

by the word, saying it was confusing, derogatory, and racist. 

In the petition, PARC says the word must be removed from all government 

forms, private institutions, and the Employment Equity Act as they do not 

want to fit into the four blocks. Snyman told Sunday World that they were 

born and classified by a word that was associated with apartheid. 

“The word carries racial connotations, that is why we want it removed. White 

and black people belong to a certain group, they are whole, and we are called 

a mix? We tole-rated this word for as long as we have lived because we 

wanted to belong. We want to be identified as human and South African,” he 

said. He further criticised President Cyril Ramaphosa for not acting on the 

matter sooner. 

“We have tried reasoning with the president on the issue in 2019, but he 

didn’t take any action. The Human Rights Commission was supposed to be 

there on Thursday but they disregarded the seriousness of this,” he added. 

Snyman said coloured people were divided. “The most difficult part would be 

to try to unite us. We have no political desire to unite coloureds but we want 

the racial referrals to be cut out.” 

 



 

However, Patriotic Alliance party leader Gayton McKenzie shared a different 

view, saying the word “coloured” did not portray hatred or racism. 

“I have no problem with people who would like to be identified as Khoisan 

and call themselves Khoisan, or whatever other identifier they prefer for the 

group I am part of and the community I was raised in,” said McKenzie. 

“There’s nothing wrong with it. The problem is that not all coloured people 

have a problem with the word,” he elaborated. Select committee on petitions 

chairperson Zolani Mkiva said they would assist in facilitating a national 

debate on the matter. 

Good party’s Brett Herron said the organisation will be debating its position 

on the continuing use of colonial and apartheid racial classifications, 

identities, names, and symbols at its national elective conference later this 

year. “Our positions will be guided by our people and communities,” he said. 
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